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they feared that highwaymen might come out from the woods
and attack them. Hsi-mSn Ch'ing sent some of his men forward
to try to find a shelter for the night, saying that they would
go on again when the wind abated. It was some time before a
place was found. Then they discovered an old monastery with
a few bare willow trees outside it. The walls were half in ruins.

The walls and the memorials were covered with rank grass
The corridors and the ancient sanctuaries were on the point

of falling.

The monks at midnight had no light.
When the moon had set, it made the heart grieve
To see the monks at meditation.

The two officers hastened there. It was called the Temple of
the Yellow Dragon. There were only a few monks, engaged in
meditation without fire and without light. The rooms were
nearly all in ruins, and many of them were patched with boards.

The abbot came to welcome them and made a fire to make
them some tea. Hay was brought for their horses. When the
tea was ready, Hsi-m&n Ch'ing took from his bag preserved
chicken, meat, cakes and fruit, and Captain Ho and he made
their supper on this food, together with some porridge which
the abbot prepared for them. They stayed the night in this
place.

The next day, the wind had stopped and the skies were
clear. They gave the monks a tael of silver, and set out again.